Pray: You would not allow pride to keep you from reflecting on the statutes of
God.

Monday 5/19

Read: The thought life of the disobedient might also be something quite differ-
ent. The problem might lie in the object of their thoughts. Just as someone might
say "you are what you eat", she might also say "you are what you think".

Application: Consider Philippians 4:8. In John 17:17 the Bible refers to the
word of God as the truth. It is not insignificant that Philippians 4:8 begins with
the statement "whatever is true". Thinking about the truth found in God’s word
is the foundation for the way we respond in word and deed.

Pray: Your thoughts would be brought in line with the thoughts of God.

Tuesday 5/20

Read: Every word found in the Bible comes directly from the mouth of God. It
is the source of your life as a Christian. It would be no exaggeration to call God’s
word the life blood of your existence.

Application: John 17:17 tells you Jesus called upon God to use his word to
sanctify you. Jesus prayed that the word of God would be the tool for setting you
apart for his service. Just as it is necessary to eat in order to sustain your physical
life, it is necessary to draw on the word of God for your spiritual life (Matthew
4:4).

Pray: That you would as eagerly partake of the word of God for your spiritual
life as you do food for your physical life.

Wednesday 5/21

Read: Another key word in Philippians 4:8 is the word "pure". When something
is pure it is perfect, free from anything that taints. That aptly describes the truth
found in God’s word, the cornerstone of your Christian walk.

Application: In Psalm 51:10 David implores God to keep his heart pure. To
maintain a steadfast spirit within him. Purity flows from remaining in the truth.
Do not depart from it. In the first part of Psalm 119:9 the rhetorical question is
raised, "how can a man keep his way pure"? The second half of the verse answers
the question, ""by living according to your (his) word".

Pray: The purity of God’s word would flow into and out of your heart.

Thursday 5/22

Read: Perhaps we have jumped ahead in our discussion. The topic of concern in
Zephaniah 3:6-8 continues to be God’s judgment. There is a storm brewing.
God’s promise to punish all who continue in their disobedience still rings loudly.

Application: There is a storm surrounding you. A storm that is real. A storm that
will destroy you. At the center of this storm is sin. But this storm has been well
warned. Its presence should not surprise you. The storm has been identified. So
has the harbor that protects you from the consequences of the storm of sin.

Pray. You would turn away from sin and turn to the word of God for protection.

Friday 5/23

Read: T recently heard someone speak of Christian hope in the context of wish-
ful thinking, stating what the Bible taught cannot really be expected to happen.
What a pitiful understanding of God’s promises.

Application: This worldly view of hope is not the Christian definition of hope.
Hebrews 11:1 describes the Christian faith as ""being sure of what we hope
for". God has promised you many things in the Bible and you do well to lay your
hopes on these promises. The Christian hope is one of expectation that God will
do all that his word says he will do.

Pray: Your faith would continue to rest steadfastly on the promises God has
made in his word.

Saturday 5/24

Read: In Zephaniah 3:9-13 we encounter a dramatic reversal. God turns to
words of hope as he describes the purification that will come upon his people.
How they will be brought into conformity to his word.

Application: Reflect upon some of the words found in this section of scripture.
"Restore...pute language...serve him...worshipers...not be ashamed...meek
and humble." These are the gifts God will bestow upon his people. The people
he will save from his wrath.

Pray: Thanking God for the grace and mercy he shows anyone who calls upon
the name of Christ.
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Sunday 5/18

Read: Why would an individual, a city or a nation remain disobedient in the face
of such a great warning? It is easy to reflect upon their incredulous reaction and
wonder what were they thinking. Some might even wonder if they were thinking
at all.

Words: John Newton, Music: Traditional American melody
CCLI License No 1958155

Application: The thoughts of the disobedient are introspective.

Read Proverbs 14:12. Man has a propensity for thinking his ways are better. They
envision all the answers can be found in themselves. Such pride is indeed the way
that leads to death.
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