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2 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the
whole church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul
and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Slas, leading men among the
brothers, 2 with the following letter: "The brothers, both the aposties and the elders,
to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilida, greetings.
24 9nce we have heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you
with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no ingtructions, % it has
seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the sake
of our Lord Jesus Chrigt. %’ We have therefore sent Judas and Slas, who themselves
will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 8 For it has seemed good to the Holy
Soirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements. 2° that you
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has
been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you
will do well. Farewell." *° So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch,
and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 3t And when
they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. %2 And Judas and Silas,
who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many
words. % And after they had spent some ime, they were sent off in peace by the
brothers to those who had sent them. 3 % But Paul and Barnabas remained in
Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many othersalso.

Passage

16:5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers
daily.

Cathbolic: from the Greek kaqoliko,j meaning “general, universal”.
Used to denote the universal nature and scope of the Christian church.

The Church is strengthened by its unity:

How?
l. By seeing his work

Il. By hearing his word

Message

111 By living his gospel
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